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ILAN WITTENBERG

FACES OF HUMANITY

‘FACES OF HUMANITY' IS A DOCUMENTARY COLLECTION WITH LITTLE OR NO CHANGES
TO THE ACTUAL SCENE. I ASKED PEOPLE TO LOOK STRAIGHT INTO MY CAMERA, SO THESE
ARE NOT CANDID PHOTOS. THE STRENGTH OF THIS SERIES IS IN GIVING VIEWERS A
RARE OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT WITH PEOPLE IN THEIR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.
THIS DIVERSE GROUP OF PEOPLE SERVES AS A TIMELY REMINDER THAT, DESPITE OUR
MANY CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, WE CAN UNITE AS A COMMUNITY THROUGH THE POWER
OF PHOTOGRAPHY.

THIS IS A CELEBRATION OF OUR SHARED VALUES: HARD WORK, THE IMPORTANCE OF
FAMILY, AND CARING FOR EACH OTHER AS HUMANS. | HOPE THAT THROUGH THESE
PHOTOS VIEWERS LEARN MORE ABOUT PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD: RUANDA, MOROCCO, TANZANIA, CAIRO, JERUSALEM,
AUSTRALIA, AND NEW ZEALAND. THE SHOW OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE TO
CONTEMPLATE, ABSORB, AND INCREASE THEIR AWARENESS OF THE COMPLEXITIES OF
HUMAN EXPERIENCE. EACH PHOTOGRAPH REVEALS AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A STORY THAT
HAS SHAPED THEIR LIFE.

WE CONNECT WITH OTHERS BY MAKING EYE CONTACT - READING THEIR EXPRESSIONS,
FEELING THEIR EMOTIONS, AND GETTING A GLIMPSE OF THEIR SOULS. | WANT VIEWERS
TO FORM MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS WITH THESE PEOPLE: TO SEE THEM AS HUMAN
BEINGS, NOT SIMPLY SUBJECTS IN FRONT OF A CAMERA. | PURPOSELY CREATED PORTRAITS
THAT ALLOW VIEWERS TO MAKE DIRECT EYE CONTACT WITH EACH PERSON, SO VISITORS
CAN FORM EMOTIONAL CONNECTIONS WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS.

IN SHARING THIS PORTFOLIO, | ENCOURAGE VIEWERS TO SHOW EMPATHY: TO ACCEPT
OTHERS AND TO RECOGNISE THE VALUE OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY. WE WOULD ALL
EXPERIENCE AN ENHANCED SENSE OF COMMUNITY IF WETOOKTHE TIME TO APPRECIATE
INTERACTIONS WHICH ALLOW US TO DISCOVER THE WORLD BEYOND OUR FAMILIAR
BOUNDARIES. WE ARE ALL WONDERFULLY UNIQUE, YET, AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE
DEEPLY SIMILAR.

I AM PRESENTING THESE PHOTOGRAPHS IN TIMELESS MONOCHROME, TO ENSURE
CONSISTENCY AND FLOW OF THE SERIES AMIDST THE CHAOS AND CLUTTER OF THE
BUSY ENVIRONMENT. THE PORTRAITS ARE CRISP AND SHARP, TO ALLOW THE DETAILS
TO INSPIRE THE IMAGINATION AND TO EVOKE EMOTIONS. MY AIM IS TO CREATE AN
AUTHENTIC PORTFOLIO OF DIVERSE INDIVIDUALS IN A FOREIGN LAND. MY GOAL IS TO
TELL THEIR STORIES USING A CLEAR NARRATIVE STYLE AND ENDURING QUALITY.

MY GOAL IS TO TELL THEIR STORIES USING A CLEAR NARRATIVE STYLE AND ENDURING
QUALITY. THE PHOTOS ARE CRISP AND SHARP, TO ALLOW THE DETAILS TO INSPIRE YOUR
IMAGINATION AND TO EVOKE EMOTIONS. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL EXPERIENCE THE
SPECIAL ATMOSPHERE AND CONNECT WITH THE PEOPLE.
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